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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Entry of this preliminary amendment prior to an examination on the merits is 
respectfully requested. 

In the Claims: 



Please cancel claims 1-16 without prejudice. A copy of the remaining pending 
claims, appears in Appendix 2 hereto. 

Please replace Claims 22 and 26 with the following (a marked up version of 

these claims are appended hereto in Appendix 1): 

22. The memory system according to Claim 17 is a flash memory. 
26. The memory system according to Claim 22 is a flash memory. 
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APPENDIX 1 
Amended Claims 

22. The memory system according to claim [Claim] 17 is a flash memory. 
26. The memory system according to claim fClaim] 22 is a flash memory. 
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APPENDIX 2 
Pending Claims 



17. A memory system comprising: 

a plurality of memory groups, each of said memory groups comprising a 
plurality of memory sectors, each of said memory sectors comprising a plurality of memory 
cells; 

a plurality of group tags, each of said group tags corresponds to one of said 
memory groups, each of said group tags indicating whether the memory cells under the 
corresponding memory group are erasable; and 

a plurahty of sector tags, each of said sector tags corresponds to a memory 
sector, each of said sector tags indicating whether the memory cells under the corresponding 
memory sector are erasable, 

wherein all the memory cells belonging to one memory sector are erasable 
when either the corresponding sector tag or the corresponding group tag of the memory sector 
is set; 

wherein any combination of memory sectors in a memory group can be 
simultaneously erased, and any combination of the memory groups can be simultaneously 
erased. 

18. The memory system according to Claim 17, wherein the number of 
memory sectors in each memory group is configurable. 

19. The memory system according to Claim 18, wherein the corresponding 
sectors in each memory group is calculated in real time. 

20. The memory system according to Claim 17, wherein the number of 
memory cells in each memory sector is configurable. 

2L The memory system according to Claim 20, wherein the corresponding 
memory cells in each memory sector is calculated in real time. 

22. The memory system according to Claim 17 is a flash memory. 
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23 . A memory system comprising: 

a plurality of memory groups, each of said memory groups comprising a 
plurality of memory cells; 

a plurality of group tags, each of said group tags corresponding to one of said 
memory groups, each of said group tags indicating whether the memory cells under the 
corresponding memory group are write protected; and 

wherein any combination of the memory groups can be write protected. 

24. The memory system according to Claim 23, wherein the number of 
memory cells in each memory group is configurable. 



25. The memory system according to Claim 23, wherein the corresponding 
cells in each memory group is calculated in real time. 



26. The memory system according to Claim 22 is a flash memory. 
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